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(a) Tests and other evaluation mate-
rials—

(1) Are provided and administered in
the child’s native language or other
mode of communication, unless it is
clearly not feasible to do so;

(2) Have been validated for the spe-
cific purpose for which they are used;
and

(3) Are administered by trained per-
sonnel in conformance with the in-
structions provided by their producer.

(b) Tests and other evaluation mate-
rials include those tailored to assess
specific areas of educational need and
not merely those that are designed to
provide a single general intelligence
quotient.

(c) Tests are selected and adminis-
tered so as best to ensure that when a
test is administered to a child with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills, the test results accurately re-
flect the child’s aptitude or achieve-
ment level or whatever other factors
the test purports to measure, rather
than reflecting the child’s impaired
sensory, manual, or speaking skills (ex-
cept where those skills are the factors
that the test purports to measure).

(d) No single procedure is used as the
sole criterion for determining an ap-
propriate educational program for a
child.

(e) The evaluation is made by a mul-
tidisciplinary team or group of persons,
including at least one teacher or other
specialist with knowledge in the area
of suspected disability.

(f) The child is assessed in all areas
related to the suspected disability, in-
cluding, if appropriate, health, vision,
hearing, social and emotional status,
general intelligence, academic per-
formance, communicative status, and
motor abilities.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(C))

NOTE: Children who have a speech or lan-
guage impairment as their primary disabil-
ity may not need a complete battery of as-
sessments (e.g., psychological, physical, or
adaptive behavior). However, a qualified
speech-language pathologist would: (1)
Evaluate each child with a speech or lan-
guage impairment using procedures that are
appropriate for the diagnosis and appraisal
of speech and language impairments, and (2)
if necessary, make referrals for additional

assessments needed to make an appropriate
placement decision.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0030)

[57 FR 44798, Sept. 29, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 13528, Mar. 11, 1993]

§ 300.533 Placement procedures.

(a) In interpreting evaluation data
and in making placement decisions,
each public agency shall—

(1) Draw upon information from a va-
riety of sources, including aptitude and
achievement tests, teacher rec-
ommendations, physical condition, so-
cial or cultural background, and adapt-
ive behavior;

(2) Ensure that information obtained
from all of these sources is documented
and carefully considered;

(3) Ensure that the placement deci-
sion is made by a group of persons, in-
cluding persons knowledgeable about
the child, the meaning of the evalua-
tion data, and the placement options;
and

(4) Ensure that the placement deci-
sion is made in conformity with the
LRE rules in §§ 300.550–300.554.

(b) If a determination is made that a
child has a disability and needs special
education and related services, an IEP
must be developed for the child in ac-
cordance with §§ 300.340–300.350.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(C); 1414(a)(5))

NOTE: Paragraph (a)(1) of this section in-
cludes a list of examples of sources that may
be used by a public agency in making place-
ment decisions. The agency would not have
to use all the sources in every instance. The
point of the requirement is to ensure that
more than one source is used in interpreting
evaluation data and in making placement
decisions. For example, while all of the
named sources would have to be used for a
child whose suspected disability is mental
retardation, they would not be necessary for
certain other children with disabilities, such
as a child who has a severe articulation im-
pairment as his primary disability. For such
a child, the speech-language pathologist, in
complying with the multiple source require-
ment, might use: (1) A standardized test of
articulation, and (2) observation of the
child’s articulation behavior in conversa-
tional speech.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0030)

[57 FR 44798, Sept. 29, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 13528, Mar. 11, 1993]
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§ 300.534 Reevaluation.
Each SEA and LEA shall ensure—
(a) That the IEP of each child with a

disability is reviewed in accordance
with §§ 300.340–300.350; and

(b) That an evaluation of the child,
based on procedures that meet the re-
quirements of § 300.532, is conducted
every three years, or more frequently if
conditions warrant, or if the child’s
parent or teacher requests an evalua-
tion.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(c))

ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES FOR EVALUAT-
ING CHILDREN WITH SPECIFIC LEARN-
ING DISABILITIES

§ 300.540 Additional team members.
In evaluating a child suspected of

having a specific learning disability, in
addition to the requirements of
§ 300.532, each public agency shall in-
clude on the multidisciplinary evalua-
tion team—

(a)(1) The child’s regular teacher; or
(2) If the child does not have a regu-

lar teacher, a regular classroom teach-
er qualified to teach a child of his or
her age; or

(3) For a child of less than school age,
an individual qualified by the SEA to
teach a child of his or her age; and

(b) At least one person qualified to
conduct individual diagnostic examina-
tions of children, such as a school psy-
chologist, speech-language pathologist,
or remedial reading teacher.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411 note)

§ 300.541 Criteria for determining the
existence of a specific learning dis-
ability.

(a) A team may determine that a
child has a specific learning disability
if—

(1) The child does not achieve com-
mensurate with his or her age and abil-
ity levels in one or more of the areas
listed in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, when provided with learning expe-
riences appropriate for the child’s age
and ability levels; and

(2) The team finds that a child has a
severe discrepancy between achieve-
ment and intellectual ability in one or
more of the following areas—

(i) Oral expression;

(ii) Listening comprehension;
(iii) Written expression;
(iv) Basic reading skill;
(v) Reading comprehension;
(vi) Mathematics calculation; or
(vii) Mathematics reasoning.
(b) The team may not identify a child

as having a specific learning disability
if the severe discrepancy between abil-
ity and achievement is primarily the
result of—

(1) A visual, hearing, or motor im-
pairment;

(2) Mental retardation;
(3) Emotional disturbance; or
(4) Environmental, cultural or eco-

nomic disadvantage.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411 note)

§ 300.542 Observation.
(a) At least one team member other

than the child’s regular teacher shall
observe the child’s academic perform-
ance in the regular classroom setting.

(b) In the case of a child of less than
school age or out of school, a team
member shall observe the child in an
environment appropriate for a child of
that age.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411 note)

§ 300.543 Written report.
(a) The team shall prepare a written

report of the results of the evaluation.
(b) The report must include a state-

ment of—
(1) Whether the child has a specific

learning disability;
(2) The basis for making the deter-

mination;
(3) The relevant behavior noted dur-

ing the observation of the child;
(4) The relationship of that behavior

to the child’s academic functioning;
(5) The educationally relevant medi-

cal findings, if any;
(6) Whether there is a severe discrep-

ancy between achievement and ability
that is not correctable without special
education and related services; and

(7) The determination of the team
concerning the effects of environ-
mental, cultural, or economic dis-
advantage.

(c) Each team member shall certify
in writing whether the report reflects
his or her conclusion. If it does not re-
flect his or her conclusion, the team
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